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A PEST-FREE GARDEN

Maintaining an attractive garden doesn’t mean tolerating pests. Take
these steps to keep invasive insects away from your landscape.

A Garden Without Uninvited Guests: The Homeowner’s Guide to Going Pest-Free

The Pest Authority

There are few joys more delicious than sipping a chilled glass of sauvignon blanc in your backyard as
twilight stretches long and golden across the lawn. The string lights twinkle. The peonies nod. The
grill smolders faintly with the scent of last hour's cedar-planked salmon.

And then — the undetectable bite of the mosquito strikes.

You slap. You scratch. You retreat indoors, dreams dashed. The pests have won.

But here’s the good news: your garden doesn’t have to become a bug buffet. With a few strategic
tweaks (and a little help from your friendly neighborhood pest control professionals), you can
design an outdoor space that's lush, low-maintenance, and inhospitable to the usual suspects —

mosquitoes, ticks, ants, aphids and more.

Here's how to reclaim your slice of backyard paradise.



Start With the Lay of the Land

Pests love chaos. Tall grass, thick brush, piles of wood,
neglected compost heaps — all these make for prime
bug real estate. So, before planting your first tulip bulb or
herb pot, take a walkabout.

Trim shrubs, mow regularly, and edge your lawn. If it
looks like a cozy hiding place for a critter, it probably is.
Pay particular attention to shaded, moist areas — the
penthouse suite for mosquitoes and ticks.

Also, look up. Overhanging tree limbs can drip water and
shade areas that might otherwise stay dry and sunlit —
both deterrents to insects.

Water Is a Luxury. Don't Share It.

Nothing ruins a vibe like a stagnant birdbath that doubles
as a mosquito nursery. Mosquitoes can breed in as little as
a bottle cap’s worth of water, so vigilance is key.

Empty watering cans. Clean out gutters. Refresh pet
water bowls daily. Use fountains and birdbaths with
running water, or add a bubbler to keep things moving.
Rain barrels? Absolutely — but make sure they're tightly
sealed or covered with mesh.

Authority tip: If you were one, where would you breed? In
stagnate water.

Plant With Purpose

Yes, your garden can be beautiful and bug-repellent.
Certain plants are known to discourage pests while still
delivering the kind of curb appeal that would make
Martha Stewart proud.

Among the MVPs:

e Lavender: Deters mosquitoes, flies, and moths — and
smells heavenly.

* Marigolds: Repel aphids, mosquitoes, and even
rabbits. Plant them near tomatoes.

e Citronella: Not just for candles. The live plant does
more than the wax ever could.

® Basil, mint, rosemary: Herbs that keep pests away and
uplevel your cooking spice selection.

Of course, you'll want to be strategic. Surround outdoor
seating areas with planters of mosquito-deterring

greenery or border your veggie garden with rows of

aromatic defenders.

Rethink Your Lighting

There's a reason moths flutter to porch lights like they're
chasing stardom — most outdoor lighting attracts insects.
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Warm-hued LEDs or yellow bug lights
are less appealing to bugs (and more ()
flattering on skin, if we're being honest). .
Keep fixtures clean and positioned o
downward. Better yet, use solar-powered
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so you're not lighting up the yard like a runway every
night.

Compost Carefully

If your garden dreams include a sustainable compost bin
in the corner, compost away — but do it mindfully.

Use enclosed bins. Avoid meat, dairy, or overly wet
materials. Turn your compost reqularly to promote
aeration and reduce the smell (which can attract flies,
raccoons, and other pests). And keep the bin far from
your primary lounging area.

When in Doubt, Call the Pros

Of course, even the most curated garden can become a
hotspot for pests. That's where we come in.

At Pest Authority, we offer eco-conscious, pet-friendly
pest control solutions designed to complement your
outdoor lifestyle. Whether you're planning a backyard
wedding, hosting summer dinners al fresco, or just want
to garden in peace, we're here to help you enjoy your
yard — without sharing it with bugs or unwanted guests.

Our licensed technicians assess your property for
breeding grounds, treat problem areas, and offer custom
plans that protect your landscape and your family — all
season long.

The Bottom Line

A garden should be a haven — not a hazard. With smart
landscaping, thoughtful planting, and a little professional
backup, your backyard can bloom into a pest-free
paradise.

Because summer’s too short to spend scratching.
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